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Dear Mr Gunn,
Re: Request under the 2000 Freedom of Information Act

| am writing to respond to your request you made on 6th February 2009 for an internal

review of the Ministry's response to your Freedom of Information Act request in which you
asked:

When did the Lord Chancellor last review the discount rate under Section 1 of the
Damages Act 1996, and what evidence was placed before him?

The Ministry of Justice on the 30th January 2009 neither confirmed nor denied that it held
any information falling within the description specified in your request and found that the
duty in Section 1(1)(a) of the Act did not apply by virtue of Section 35(3) of the Freedom of
Information Act (formulation of government policy). You then requested an internal review
of this response.

| am sorry for the time it has taken to respond to your request that we review our original

decision. This delay in responding should not be taken as an indication that the information
you requested is or is not held by the Department.

By way of explanation, the delay in dealing with both your original request and internal
review has been caused by an unusually high volume of requests for information and
some legacy issues. We have made a number of administrative changes that | hope will
improve our service. In addition, replies to outstanding requests are now being progressed
by a larger team.

The Information Commissioner is aware of the difficulties the unit has faced and is
monitoring the changes we are implementing to improve the position.

I have thoroughly reviewed and reconsidered the Ministry's original refusal to confirm or
deny whether or not it holds any of the information you requested. | am satisfied that the






